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2. About the course 
 
In recent years, the systematic integration of sustainability in financial decision making has gained 
considerable momentum. By improving how sustainability risks are managed, sustainable finance not 
only creates more resilient financial systems, but also helps to close the funding gap to implement the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement.  
 
However, channelling capital into sustainability-aligned investments requires a clear definition and 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ άǎǳǎǘŀƛnableέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ establishes a level playing field, 
avoids greenwashing and builds trust. Given the proliferation of definitions around the world, 
sustainable finance taxonomies are emerging as a powerful policy instrument and provide much-
needed guidance for the market. 
 
Sustainable finance taxonomies provide a clear definition and classification of sustainable 
economic activities. They help to assess whether, or to what extent, an economic activity contributes 
to a sustainability goal and fosters market transparency, accountability and integrity. They facilitate 
the scaling up of sustainable finance and have the potential to play a significant role in aligning 
investment trajectories with global development goals. 
 
In developing and emerging economies, there is strong and growing demand for guidance and hands-
on support to develop and implement taxonomies tailored to regional or national contexts. Many 
countries and regions have already developed taxonomies or are in the process of developing them.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ¢ŀȄƻƴƻƳƛŜǎέΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜs you 
with an overview of sustainable finance taxonomies, their relevance, purpose and different use cases. 
It explains the core elements of taxonomies and introduces principles and good practices for their 
development. You will learn how theory is applied in practice through in-depth case studies and real-
world examples from China, Colombia, the EU, and South Africa.  
 
The course is aimed primarily at policymakers, including key ministerial staff, regulators, central 
bankers, capital market authorities and their advisors, who are interested in learning how to set up 
and develop sustainable finance taxonomies. By outlining the core elements and use cases of 
taxonomies, the course also provides important information for the real economy, including financial 
and non-financial companies that may need to report on the taxonomy alignment of their business 
activities in future. 
 
We hope that this course creates a clear understanding of sustainable finance taxonomies and aids in 
their development worldwide. Please note that this area is dynamic and continuously evolving, and 
this content is current as of December 2022.  
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3. The course at a glance 
 
 
 
 
 

Length:  

Four modules 

 
Effort:  

3.5-4hrs 

 
Price:  

Free 

 
Subject:  

Sustainable finance taxonomies 

 
Level:  

Introductory 

 
Languages:  

English, Spanish and French 

 
Platform:  

UN CC:Learn 

 
Assessment:  

Quizzes 

 
Certification:  

Yes 

  








